
National Aboriginal 
Veterans Day: November 8th  
Did you know that November 8th is 
annually recognized as National 
Aboriginal Veterans Day in Canada? 

National Aboriginal Veterans Day started in 
Winnipeg in 1994 to honour all First Nations, 
Métis, and Inuit soldiers who served in war 
for Canada. Prior to 1994 Indigenous soldiers 
were not permitted to participate in 
Remembrance Day ceremonies as a group or 
to lay wreaths. Indigenous veterans were 
only allowed to attend as an individual. 1994 
was the first year that an Indigenous soldier 
placed a wreath at the Cenotaph in Ottawa. It wasn’t until 1995 
that Indigenous soldiers were allowed to march as a group or lay a wreath at the 
Cenotaph in Vancouver. The National Aboriginal Veterans Monument was 
unveiled in Ottawa in 2001. Learn more about the memorial Aboriginal War 
Memorial here.  Bob Joseph shares 14 facts you may not about Indigenous 
Veterans here.  

Métis Veterans Finally Getting 
Recognition 
Read about Second World War sailor 
George Watson and other Métis Veterans 
who are just starting to be recognized 
for their contributions in this article and  
here.  Learn more about the Federal 
Government’s official apology here. 

1

Indigenous Education   
North Vancouver School District  

Nov 4th-Nov 8th, 2019 

Table of Contents 

Page 1National 
Aboriginal Veterans Day  

Page 2                                         
Indigenous Veterans 
Teaching Resources       

Tom Longboat Award 
Winner: Lyric Atchinson                                                            

Page 3.                        
Holiday Art Contest                                             
NVSD Indigenous 

Education Book Club 
2019-2020 Finding Cleo            

Upcoming Workshops        

Page 4                     
Upcoming Workshops 

continued.                  
NVSD Indigenous 
Education Profile  

NVSD Indigenous 
Education Team 
Request Form 

Check out our new 
request forms! 

K-5 

Grade 6-12 Link  

    We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwú7mesh Nation and Tsleil-Waututh Nation, 
whose unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District resides on. We value the opportunity to 

learn, share and grow on this traditional territory.
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https://www.whetung.com/products/aboriginal-veterans-pin
https://www.metisnation.ca/index.php/news/metis-nation-second-world-war-hero-honoured-in-bc
https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20K-Gr.%205%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous
https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20Gr.%206%20to%2012%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous
https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20K-Gr.%205%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous
https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20Gr.%206%20to%2012%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous
https://www.whetung.com/products/aboriginal-veterans-pin
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/art-monuments/monuments/aboriginal-veterans/video-aboriginal-veterans-youth-version.html#a1
https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/14-facts-you-may-not-know-about-contributions-of-indigenous-veterans
https://www.metisnation.ca/index.php/news/metis-nation-second-world-war-hero-honoured-in-bc
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/now-that-ottawa-has-recognized-their-sacrifice-metis-veterans-finally-getting-respect
https://www.metisnation.ca/index.php/news/metis-veterans-receive-apology-from-canada
https://www.metisnation.ca/index.php/news/metis-nation-second-world-war-hero-honoured-in-bc


Resources 
Are you looking for resources to share with your students about 
Indigenous Veterans and their contributions?

Here is a list of some classroom and background information. 

List of Resources  
Aboriginal Veterans Monument  

Indigenous War Heroes 

Aboriginal Veterans Tribute Honour list 

REMEMBERING & HONOURING INDIGENOUS WAR 
HEROES: WORLD WAR 1 & 2 

Indigenous Veterans 

Native Soldiers Foreign Battlefields  

Tom Longboat Award 
Lyric Atchison, Carson Alumni wins the prestigious Tom 
Longboat award, which is presented to Indigenous athletes in 
recognition of their contributions to Canadian sport. Read 
abut Lyric Atchinson winning this award here.  

The Tom Longboat Award is awarded in honour of Tom 
Longboat, Cogwagee, Onondaga, who was a champion long 
distance runner who was a messenger runner during World 
War I. Find out more about Tom Longboat here.  

 

2

reference  

https://www.nsnews.com/sports/squamish-nation-s-lyric-atchison-wins-prestigious-national-award-1.23995786
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/information-for/educators/learning-modules/aboriginal-veterans/colour
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/deepeningknowledge/UserFiles/File/Teacher_sGuide.pdf
http://www.vcn.bc.ca/~jeffrey1/tribute.htm
http://muskratmagazine.com/remembering-honouring-indigenous-war-heroes-world-war-1-2/
http://muskratmagazine.com/remembering-honouring-indigenous-war-heroes-world-war-1-2/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/indigenous-veterans
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/public/pages/remembrance/those-who-served/aboriginal-veterans/native-soldiers/natives_e.pdf
https://www.nsnews.com/sports/squamish-nation-s-lyric-atchison-wins-prestigious-national-award-1.23995786
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/indigenous-veterans/native-soldiers/longboat
https://www.nsnews.com/sports/squamish-nation-s-lyric-atchison-wins-prestigious-national-award-1.23995786


Holiday Art Contest  
The First Peoples’ Cultural Council is hosting a Holiday Card Contest.  

The contest is open to Indigenous youth age 5-12 and 
artists are encouraged to create entries that depict a 
holiday scene that may include language and”reflect your 
territory, traditions, community or family” reference  

Find out more details from The First Peoples’ Cultural 
Council here.  

NVSD Indigenous Education Bookclub 
2019-2020 
The focus this year will be on the podcast Missing & Murdered: 
Finding Cleo hosted by Connie Walker. To listen to the podcast 
and find out more about this award winning series click here.   
Are you interested in participating in the NVSD Indigenous 
Education Bookclub this year? Meetings will begin in November. 
If you are interested in joining please email Stephanie Maki at 
smaki@sd44.ca  

 

Downie Wenjack Legacy Schools Project 
Who wants to join Windsor Secondary, Xwemélch’stn Norgate, 
Ns7e'yxnitm la Tel:’wet Westview, Carisbrooke, Ridgeway, Sherwood Park 
and Carson Graham? Look for Legacy School applications coming soon. 
Downie Wenjack Legacy Schools Projects officially start on October 17, 
2019. Want to learn more about the Downie Wenjack Legacy Schools 
Project? Find out more here.  
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http://www.fpcc.ca/about-us/news-room/news10221901.aspx
http://www.fpcc.ca/about-us/news-room/news10221901.aspx
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/findingcleo/click-here-to-listen-to-missing-murdered-finding-cleo-1.4557887
mailto:smaki@sd44.ca
https://downiewenjack.ca/our-work/legacy-schools-programs/


Upcoming Workshops/Learning Opportunities 
 

FNESC Annual Indigenous Education Conference 
FNESC Annual Indigenous Education Conference November 28-30, 2019 
is currently full. Click here to sign up for the waitlist.  

 

The National Gathering November 20-22, 2019 

Did you know Indspire hosts an educational conference on annual 
basis called the National Gathering for Indigenous Education. This 
year the conference is November 20-22nd, 2019, in Toronto. Want 
to learn more? Check out the conference or learn more about 
Indspire’s Peer Support Program for educators here.  

NVSD Indigenous Education Team Profile  

Meet a member of the NVSD Indigenous Education 
Team…. 

Courtney Kessel Baker, HUAC’s Juxw! (Haida) Squamish 
and Haida Nations  

Courtney is an Indigenous Support Worker at Norgate Xwemélch’stn. 
Courtney loves the outdoors, spending time with her family and is a 
big fan of the Seattle Seahawks 
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http://www.fnesc.ca/conference/
https://indspire.ca/events/national-gathering/
https://indspire.ca/for-educators/mentorship/
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